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us, giving, to the Church His SPIRIT for a dowry, and Heaven for a jointure, feeding her at His table, adorning her by His grace, and protecting her by His power; and from this love of CHRIST to His spouse, the Church, are many converts begotten unto GOD through the Gospel, and (bom again of water and the HOLY GHOST,) they become heirs of glory. Thus honoured is the marriage contract, by being made an emblem of so Divine and mysterious a mercy. It was indeed to hallow the rite by this application, that St. Paul wrote, since in the passage I refer to he was arguing against certain seducers, who would have disfigured Christianity by imputing to it the forbidding of its disciples to marry. He shews, on the contrary, that marriage, so far from having any discredit cast upon it by the Gospel, is advanced in honour. He describes, indeed, the ministerial office to consist ia espousing the Church to CHRIST ; and St. John, in the Apocalypse, depicts the consummation of all things as the marriage of the LAMB and His WIPE, the beatific union between CHRIST and His redeemed ones, between GOD and the Church, when the Church has been cleansed and sanctified, and become a glorious Church, without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing.
MAUNDY THURSDAY. The Thursday before Easter, being the day on which our LORD instituted the Holy Sacrament of His body and blood. The name of Maundy, Maunday, or Mandate, (Dies Mandati,) is said to have allusion to the mandate or new commandment which, on this day, CHRIST gave to His disciples, that they should love one another, as HE had loved them. It has also been supposed by others that the name arose from the inaunds or baskets of gifts, which, at this time, it was an ancient custom for Christians to present one to another, in token of that mutual affection which our LORD so tenderly urged, at this period of his sufferings, and as a remembrancer of that " inestimable gift" of CHRIST, to be our spiritual food in the Sacrament of His body and blood. Says a writer of the age of Wicliff, " CHRIST made his maundy and said, Take eat," &c.
MEANS OF GRACE. The Sacraments and other ordinances of the Church, through which grace is